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In recent years, there has been a signifi-
cant rise in the number of Quranic activi-
ties in Iranian universities and higher
education centers and, according to
experts and Quran-lovers, the quality of
such activities has also been growing.
EEE
The holding of Quranic conferences,
festivals, exhibitions and competitions in
the country in recent years, as well as
encouragements and supports from the
country's officials, has played a great
role in the expansion of university stu-
dents' Quranic activities.

Hence, the Iranian University

Students Quranic Activities
Organization (IUSQAQ), as a Quranic
body affiliated to a revolutionary institu-
tion (the University Jihad Org), planned
to biennially hold an international
Quranic contest for Muslim students in
a bid to promote interactions and
exchanges of ideas among Muslim stu-
dents, elevate the level of Quranic activ-
ities, encourage healthy and construc-
tive competition, and illuminate the
Islamic Republic of Iran's Quranic efforts
at the international level.

After the idea of holding the contest

was approved, the first step taken was
establishing a planning and policy-making
council for the competition, made up of
Quran scholars and directors of the coun-
try's Quranic institutions.
Given the significance of the competition,
the council started consultations with various
organizations to have their cooperation in hold-
ing the event.

E:

2 /j Az

2st Int] Qurrain

Brief History

Once the preparations were complete, the 1st
international Muslim students Quran competition
was held in Isfahan in April 2006 with the motto of
"Humanity Indebted to the Holy Quran and
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)".

Representatives from 29 countries competed
in the three-day event in the categories of mem-
orization and recitation of the holy Quran.

Following the successful Quranic event in
Isfahan in April 2006, the Iranian University
Students Quranic Activities Organization decided
to hold the second edition of the international
Muslim students Quran competition in the inter-
national conventions center of Tehran's Milad
Tower.

[ |

Representatives from 38 countries will be
attending the contest from November 10 to 14. A
number of programs including research forums
as well as a ceremony to honor Quranic elites will
also be held on the sidelines of the competition.

It is hoped that this competition, held in a year
named by Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah
Khamenei as the "Year of Innovation and
Flourishment", and all the Quranic efforts made
by the university elites will play a great role in pro-
moting Quranic programs in universities interna-
tionally.

It is also hoped that the contest, which is the
most important student Quranic event and hosts
the top-notch students of the Islamic universities,
will create momentum for elevating the Quranic
and spiritual atmosphere among the Islamic
world's students.

Secretariat of the International
Students Quran Competition

Iranian University Students Quranic Activities
Organization

Muslim
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the Islamic Republic of Iran, the following
programs were held at the sidelines of the
competition:

1- Holding scientific and cultural forums
aimed at introducing the scientific dimen-
sions of the holy Quran:

The forums, featuring topics like "unity in
the Quran", "scientific miracle of the Quran
and "archeology and the Quran”, were
attended by Quranic scholars and experts
including Dr Laleh Eftekhari, Hojat-ol-Islam
Dr  Biazar Shirazi, Hojat-ol-Islam
Nourollahian and Dr Mahmoud Sotudenia.

2- Visiting art, cultural and industrial cen-
ters in Isfahan Province:

They included visits to Mobarakeh Steel
Company, Imam Khomeini Square, Khaju
Bridge, Chehel Sotun Palace and Golzar-e
Shohada (garden of martyrs').

[

Closing Ceremony

The 1st Int'l Quran Competition for Muslim

2st Initl Quiran Cornpeition

University Students concluded in a ceremo-
ny held on Thursday, April 20 at Ibn Sina
auditorium of Isfahan Medical University.

A number of officials including head of the
Quran TV Dr Sari, dean of Islamic Sects
University Hojat-ol-Islam Dr Biazar Shirazi,
Isfahan Mayor Dr Safaeiyan Nezhad, secre-
tary of the contest Rahim Khaki, chairman
and vice chairman of Tehran city council,
and head of the Quran Museum Ahmad
Masjidjamei attended the function.

|
During the ceremony, secretary of the 1st
Int'l Quran Competition for Muslim

University Students briefed the attendees on
how the contest was planned and organ-
ized. He noted that the Iranian University
Students Quranic Activities Organization
decided to organize the event as a result of
requests by university students and encour-
agements from the country's authorities.
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Inauguration

The 1st international Quran Competition for
Muslim University Students kicked off at
Isfahan Medical University on Monday, April
17, 2006 - concurrent with the auspicious
birth anniversary of Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH)- with the participation of guests from
Iran and 27 other countries.

The function began with playing of national
anthem of the Islamic Republic of Iran fol-
lowed by recitation of verses from the holy
Quran by internationally-known Iranian Quran
reciter Hamid Shakernezhad, whose per-
formance was received with great applause.

Then head of Isfahan's Islamic City
Council, as the host of the program, wel-
comed the participants and the guests and
regarded the competition as an opportunity
for introducing the city of Isfahan, the then
cultural capital of the Islamic world, to Quran
reciters and memorizers from other countries.

After playing a short video clip featuring the
holy Quran and Divine prophets, a message
was read out on behalf of director general of
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (ISESCO) by Dr Sadri,
director of ISESCO regional office in Iran.
Part of the message read: "What has brought
us here today, as a day for the unity of Muslim
Ummabh, is an invaluable treasure resorting to
and benefiting from which will undoubtedly
revive humanity's soul and heart."

Next to take the podium was Dr Ali
Montazeri, the then head of the University
Jihad Organization. In his speech, Dr
Montazeri said that in an era when the culture

of nudity is pervasive in the world, university
students can fight this culture if they promote
the message of the Quran in the world.

Noting that no one can better spread the
teachings of the Quran than students, he
added that the holy book contains three major
messages: fighting old and new forms of
ignorance, fighting poverty, and fighting injus-
tice and arrogance.

The inauguration ceremony concluded with
recitation of verses from the Quran by, one of
the contest's jury members, Dr Ahmad
Ahmad Noaina from Egypt.

[

Holding the Competition

The 1st international Quran Competition for
Muslim University Students was held in
Isfahan in the categories of recitation and
memorization of the Quran.

While the general motto of the three-day
contest was "Humanity, Indebted to the
Quran and Holy Prophet (PBUH)", special
mottos were also chosen for each of the
days:

1st Day: Quran and Divine Prophets

2nd Day: Quran and Science

3rd Day: Quran and Spirituality

The participants competed for three days in
the preliminary and final rounds of the compe-
tition and the winners were honored in the
closing ceremony.

[

Sideline Programs

In order for familiarizing the participants
with the art and cultural attractions of the city
of Isfahan as well as industrial capabilities of
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Quran Competition

Hamidreza Tayyebi, head of the
University Jihad Organization, issued a
message titled "Quranic Efforts and

Today's Requirements" to the 2nd
International Students’ Quran
Competition.

(1 1]

The message reads:

The holy Quran is the most elevated foun-
dation of our identity, the Hab-ul Matin (strong
rope) of true Islamic culture, the strongest pil-
lar of a civilization which held the world in
wonder for centuries, and a holy scripture
whose name means "Reading” and has
answers for humanity's questions in all ages.

Obviously, Muslim societies are facing
complex political and social problems today
as the world's powers are targeting Islam's
very existence and identity from all direc-
tions. Empty slogans featuring the superiori-
ty of western political models and capitalist
systems as well as disregards for societies'
cultural boundaries and the flood -like
process of economic globalization are but a
few problems Muslim and even some non-
Muslim societies are dealing with.

Under such circumstances, scientific
organizations and institutions in Islamic soci-
eties ought to recognize their responsibility to
awaken Muslims and foster Quranic teach-
ings as much as they can.

Considering the great movement which led
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to the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran
and the profound cultural teachings of the
revolution, our country's scientific and cultur-
al organizations have even greater responsi-
bilities in this regard, the dimensions of which
have been outlined by Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

It is hoped that the significant and exten-
sive Quranic movement, initiated by the
University Jihad and implemented by the
Iranian  Students  Quranic  Activities
Organization, can be a great step toward ful-
filling this responsibility. It is also hoped that
in line with the prospective outlook under-
lined by the supreme leader, the Islamic
Republic of Iran will be a role model for the
world in all areas including Quranic activities.

As Iranian university professors and stu-
dents have had greater opportunities, com-
pared to many other Islamic nations, to ben-
efit from the blessings of the Quran, Muslim
nations in the world look up to Iranian elites
in Quranic fields.

We regard the newly initiated Quranic
movements in universities as good news and
hope that these movements can accomplish
their lofty objectives.

I, hereby, appreciate the efforts made by
each and every one of elite Iranian youth,
university students and professors in Quranic
fields and wish them good luck and Divine
blessings in their Quranic endeavors.
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Tehran
Municipality
will Actively
Participate in
2nd Muslim
Students Quran
Competition

Providing moral and financial support for
Quranic activities and programs which are
held in the city are among top priorities of
Tehran municipality , therefore Tehran
municipality will be actively participate in
better holding the second edition of interna-
tional Muslim students Quran activities.

EEE

Tehran Mayor Mohamad Bager Qalibaf told
IQNA, adding that in order for promoting
Quranic culture and improving Quranic stan-
dards of the city as well as involving all walks
of life in Quranic activities , Tehran municipality
supports all formal and grass-roots Quran
activities.

He went on to say that cultural programs
have been prioritized in Tehran municipality,
but Quranic programs top the list of cultural pri-
orities of Tehran. Therefore, cultural deputy of
Tehran municipality has always had a key role
in holding Quran competitions for the youth and
students.

Emphasizing on the necessity of holding
Quranic competition for students and educated
people, Tehran mayor said, " students and edu-
cated people of every society are considered
an invaluable treasury for nations , thus ,plan-
ning for spiritual needs of the educated people
along with their academic education should
receive the due attention of officials and well
wishers of the societies."

Further in his remarks , he mentioned some
of the significant cultural and Quranic programs
of Tehran municipality such as carrying out

Quran-inspired special beautification pro-
grams, holding " Quranic researches of univer-
sities and seminaries" seminar, " Quran
researcher ladies" seminar, " female preach-
ers" conference , " Quran memorizers" confer-
ence as well as distributing thousands of
copies of Quran and Nahj-ol-Balagha through
Jihadi programs among Tehrani citizens.

He regarded implementation of great plan of
collecting old copies of Quran and replacing
them with new ones along with holding Quranic
festival of kids and teenagers and annual hon-
oring ceremony of Quran veteran activist as the
successful Quranic programs of Tehran munic-
ipality in the past two years.

Asked to elaborate on the kind of coopera-
tion of Tehran municipality in holding the 2nd
muslim students Quran competition, Qalibaf
said that following the agreement reached
between University Jihad, Organization of
University students Quranic activities and
Tehran municipality, Tehran municipality
agreed to host the event as the first cultural
event which is to be held in Tehran's newly
inaugurated Milad tower.

Concluding his remarks, Qalibaf said that
Tehran municipality has planned several side
programs for participants in the second interna-
tional Muslim students Quran competitions
which will convene representatives of 40 coun-
tries. Visiting Tehran's historical and cultural
sites, museums as well as meeting high-rank-
ing Iranian officials are among the side pro-
grams of the event.
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Abbas Salimi, Head of
the jury of the compe-
! titions

- Winner of the first
title of International
Quranic Competition of Malaysia (1980)
The first Iranian referee in international
competitions of Malaysia (1982)

- The head of the Quran and Nahj-ol-Balagha committee
of Islamic ideology dissemination organization
-Retired officer of the Iranian Army

-The deputy head of the international
affairs department of Abdol-Azim holy
shrine

- has authored many Quranic
books such as "40 stories, 40
admonishments" cinematographer

Ahmad
Abolghasemi, refer-| S =
ee in the category of

Sowt (intonation) L

-Started his Quranic activities in
1982

-Winner of the first title in nationwide
Quranic competition of war wounded veterans
-Winner of the third title in Owgaf national Quran com-
petition in (1991)

- Winner of the first title in International Quranic
Competition of Malaysia (1992)

-Director of national Radio Quran recita-
tion group

- Attending Quranic events in
many countries such as Saudi
Arabia, Burkina fasu, Namibia,
South Africa, Pakistan, Malaysia,
Yugoslavia, UAE, Lebanon,
Syria, Canada and Albania

Shahriyar
Parhizgar, adminis-
trator

-author of widely [ ..
read best-selling Quranic
book titled " How to memorize
Quran"

- Winner of the second title Libya's
International Quran competition in (1981)
- Top winner of Iran's international Quran compe-
tition (1983)

- Winner of the second title of Saudi Arabia's
International competition in 1985

-Top winner of Saudi Arabia's inter-
national Quran competitions in
category of memorization of
Whole parts in 1992

- Being jury member of many
international Quran competi-
tions held in Malaysia and
other countries

of the Second
Muslim Students
Quran Competition

Seyyed Mohsen| -

Mousavi , referee| .

in the category of ’gﬁ
Tajweed

- Known as one of the most senior

Quran reciters and referees in the Islamic

Republic of Iran

-three decade of enthusiastic Quranic activities,

teaching Quran inside and outside the coun-

try

-holding Quranic courses in many

countries such as France,

Germany, Brazil, Singapore,

Turkey, UAE, Argentina,
Malaysia, Bangladesh

Hamidreza
Mostafid,
referee in the
category of Waqf| 4
and Ebteda

73

- holds PhD in Quranic sciences, has
teaching positions in Universities and
eminaries

- Quran researcher and translator

- started Quranic activities in 1977

- has been jury member of Quranic
competitions of various organiza-
tions such as Owgqaf, Islamic
ideology dissemination organ-
ization, education department,
the Army
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Biography of the
Jury Members

Karim Dowlati,
Supervisor

Tehran

- Memorizer of the
whole parts of the holy Quran
- The head of the Quran faculty of

| Habib
(I Mahkam,
" | Supervisor

- Top lawyer and veteran
Quran activist

international Quran competitions

- is said he has followed late masters
Menshawi and Abdolbasett style of recita-
tion
- 30 years of brilliant experience in national and

Hojat-ol-Islam [
Mohammad
Abolghasemi, referee
in the category of
Memorization
-Started his Quranic activities

when he was only 16
- Winner of the third title in Owqgaf's nation-
wide Quran competition in the category of mem-
orization of 10 chapters (1991)

- Winner of the second title in Owqgaf's nationwide
Quran competition in the category of memo-
rization of 20 chapters (1993)

- Top winner of Owqgaf's nationwide
Quran competition in the category
of memorization of whole
parts (1993

-top winner of Syria's interna-
tional Quran Competition in
the category of memorization
of 20 chapters (1992 and
1993)

Gholamreza
Shahmiveh, referee in
the category of Lahn

=5} -Selected as distin-

guished reciter of the country in
1985

-Winner of the fourth title of nationwide
Quran Competition in 1986
- Winner of the first title of soldiers and command-
Z ers' nationwide Quran competition in 1988
== _Assigned as referee for the first time in national students' Quran
competition in 1989
-Member of the jury of Owgaf's national and inter-
national competitions in 1995, 2003, 2004,
2006, 2008
- Author of a best-selling Quranic
book titled "art of recitation"
- Attending Quranic events in
many countries such as Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Serbia,
Russia, Philippines, Thailand,
Turkmenistan and UAE

Seyyed Ali
Sarabi

% - started his
Quranic activities in 1980
- honored as distinguished winner
in student national Quran competition

- established society of Quran reciters of holy city
of Mashhad

- Technical director of national festival of
Iranian Student in 2004

- Supervisor of Owqaf inter-
national competition in 2007
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Int’l Quran Contest for
Muslim Students
Opportunity for Quranic
Dialogue

—The 2N international Quran compe-
tition for Muslim students should be an
opportunity for Quranic figures from dif-
ferent countries to have dialogue and
exchange ideas, dean of Al-Mustafa
International University told IQNA.

EEE

Hojat-ol-Islam Alireza Arafi said that cre-
ating a venue for dialogue among the com-
petition’s participants can elevate the sta-
tus of the Quran in the Islamic world.

He also called for holding exhibitions on
the sidelines of the contest to showcase
Quranic activities in Islamic countries.

Noting that the Islamic Republic of Iran is
a forerunner in Quranic activities, Hojat-ol-
Islam Arafi underlined that the country’s
system is based on the holy Quran and the
Sunnah -tradition of the holy prophet
(PBUH).

“As the holy Quran is the basis of Islamic
unity and source of the identity of the
Islamic Ummabh, every activity aimed at fos-
tering the message of the Quran, including
the international Quran competition for
Muslim students, is praiseworthy,” he stat-
ed.

Dean of Al-Mustafa International
University (Jamia Al-Mustafa Al-Alamiya),
called on the contest’s organizers to hold
future editions of the event in several phas-
es and in various countries to create more
enthusiasm and interest among Muslim
youth.
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Initll Quiran Comipetition

Further in his remarks, Hojat-ol-Islam
Arafi referred to Quranic activities carried
out in the Al-Mustafa International
University and noted that the university has
made extensive efforts to develop activities
in the fields of Tajweed, recitation, memo-
rization and Quranic research.

Al-Mustafa International University is an
educational and research center undertak-
ing the training of international students in
Islamic sciences. The university’'s head
office is located at Qom, Iran. It has branch-
es in Iran including Tehran, Mashhad and
Isfahan, as well as in many other countries
such as England, Germany, Lebanon,
Syria, Malaysia, Thailand, Bosnia, Albania,

India, Pakistan, Guinea, lvory Coast,
Sudan, Kyrgyzstan, Congo and
Afghanistan.
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Representatives of 40 Countries to
Participate in Muslim Students Quran
Competition

Secretary of the second edition of
Muslim students Quran competition
said that representatives of 40
countries will participate in the
event which is set to be held
November 11-14 in Tehran's newly
inaugurated Milad Tower.

EEE

Rahim Khaki executive secretary of
the second edition of Muslim Students
International Quran competition told
IQNA that policy making committee of
the student Quran competition which is
comprised of representatives of
Representative office of the supreme
leader in Universities, Ministry of
Higher Education, Islamic Culture and
Relations Organization (ICRO), the
center for coordination and promotion
of Quranic activities of the country,
National Isesco organization,
University Jihad Organization, Islamic

Azad University, Quran Radio and TV,
unanimously approved that the Muslim
Student Quran competition be held
every other year.

He went on to say that invitations let-
ter were sent to 100 countries and 38
countries have expressed their readi-
ness to take part in the event so far
and that it is expected the number
increase to 40 countries.

Head of the Organization of Iranian
Students Quranic activities and secre-
tary of the competition pointed out
those valuable efforts have been made
to realize a perfect, fair and high-qual-
ity competition and the jury was select-
ed meticulously to add more credibility
to the event.

Top international referees from
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Philippines as
well as noted Iranian referees make up
the jury of the competition.
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Cultural Deputy of Supreme Leader's
Representative Office in Universities

Holding 2nd Int'l Muslim Students
Quran Competition Shows lIran's
Commitment for Promoting High
Quranic Values

Holding the 2nd international Muslim
students Quran competition shows
Islamic republic of Iran's special
attention and commitment for pro-
moting Quran recitation and memo-
rization as well as Quranic high val-
ues in the society.

EEE

Hojat-ol-Islam Davood Ranjbaran,
Cultural deputy of the Supreme
Leader's representative office in uni-
versities told IQNA, adding that as the
holy Quran is a treasury of lofty con-
cepts and values, holding well-organ-
ized international Quranic competi-
tions and events could be the most
pragmatic and significant way of pro-
moting Quranic values, thus guiding
human communities to salvation and
eternal happiness.

"When a chance is born for conver-
gence of Muslims from different parts
of the world , a venue is created for
cultural exchanges, thus enthusiastic
contestants , who are to come to Iran
for the 2nd Muslim students competi-
tion , will better realize the realities of
the rich culture of Iran and IR of Iran's

commitment for promotion of Quarnic
culture,” he noted.

Asked how the presence of repre-
sentatives of the Muslim countries
can introduce Quranic culture of Iran
to the other countries, Ranjbaran
noted, " as there are biased attitudes
among nations toward Iran caused
by malicious propaganda of the
Western media created, gathering of
Quran activists and cultural repre-
sentatives from different parts of the
world would create the opportunity
for further familiarity of Muslims with
Quranic culture and realities of the
Islamic republic of Iran."

]

Ranjbaran went on to say that
Strengthening the sense of belong-
ing to the Islamic Ummah, bolstering
unity and solidarity as well as shar-
ing constructive views and formation
of strong cultural front against the
affronts and cultural onslaught of the
world arrogance could be the out-
comes of holding the 2nd interna-
tional Quran competition of Muslim
students.

The 2nd edition of the international
Muslim university students Quran
competition is to be held in Tehran
from November 10 to 14.
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Int’'l University

——Holding the international Quran
competition for Muslim university
students strengthens Islamic unity,
of the
Ministry of Science, Research and”F
Technology told IQNA. r

EEN
Mohsen Eslami said that selected

cultural affairs director

students from various countries who
participate in the contest will help boost
solidarity among Muslims.

He added that in Quranic activities,
university students ought to move away
from a local mindset and adopt an
international approach so that their
activities and programs would lead to
greater achievements.

Eslami went on to say that holding
Quranic forums and seminars and
organizing programs for the participants to visit
Iran's religious and cultural sites on the side-
lines of the competition will also be a good

move to help familiarize Muslim university stu-
dents with the country's pure Islamic culture.
Cultural affairs director of the Ministry of

Students Quran

Contest Boosts Islamic Unity

Science, research and Technology noted that
the science ministry is ready to cooperate in
holding the event, expressing hope that the
2nd international Quran contest for Muslim
university students would be giant step in pro-
moting the Quranic culture among Muslim
youth.
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Milad Tower

Milad Tower is the tallest tower in Iran.
Built in the north of Tehran, it stands 435 m (1,427 ft)
high from base to tip of the antenna. The head consists
of a large pod with 12 floors, the roof of which is at 315
m (1,033 ft). Below this is a staircase and elevators to
reach the area. Milad tower is the fourth tallest tower in
the world after the CN Tower in Toronto, Ostankino
Tower in Moscow, and the Oriental Pearl Tower in
Shanghai. It is also currently 12th tallest freestanding
structure in the world.
EEN

Name Background

In its early stages of construction, Tehran's
tallest tower was called "Yadman". But later, on
the occasion of 100th birth anniversary of the
late founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Imam Khomeini, which was concur- '
rent with the birth anniversary g
of Hazrat Zahra (SA), it was a 8
renamed as Milad (in L
Persian meaning birth). @

n o
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ilad Tower

The complex features a parking area of 27,000 square
meters, a large computer and telecommunication unit,
a cultural and scientific unit, a commercial transaction
center, a temporary showroom for exhibiting-products,
a specialized library, an exhibition hall and an adminis-
trative unit. Milad Tower has an octagonal base, sym-
bolizing traditional Persian architecture.

In order to provide safe and multi-purpose services, it
has been fully equipped and all preparations have
been made. Milad tower consists of five main parts:
foundation, transition (lobby) structure, shaft, head
structure and antenna mast.

The lobby structure consists of six floors. The first three
floors consist of 63 trade units, 11 food courts, a cafeteria
and a commercial products' exhibition which is supposed
to be 260 sg. m.

The first and second floors underground consist of official
and installing sections and data center. The ground floor is
@ _ devoted to the entrance and visitors recep-

$:@ tion. The shatt is a concrete structure

d different sides of it 6 elevators
~J aredesigned to transfer the
' ¥ \isitors to the head of the

Milad tower is part of The <
Tehran

\“L

complenon in late 2009, 1he s
project includes the Milad ™54
telecommunication tower offer- < g
ing restaurants at the top with spec-

tacular views of Tehran, a five-star hotel,
a convention center, a world trade center, and an
IT park. The complex seeks to respond to the needs:
of business in the globalized world of the 21st cen-
tury by offering facilites combining trade, informa-

tion, communication, convention and accommo- |8

dation all in one place.
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tower at the speed of 7
b5 meters per second and
- an emergency staircase
k2 exists at the fourth side.
The head of the tower is a
> metal structure weighing
R about 20,000 tons with 16000

structure among the telecommunication towers in the
world. In the top floors of the tower, there are the fire-
immune area, closed observation deck, cafeteria,
public art gallery, open observation deck, the revolv-
ing and VIP restaurant, telecommunication floors and
a sky dome with exclusive usages.
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