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Students’ Quran Contest, Opportunity for Intro-

ducing lran’s Quranic Efforts

An eminent Iranian Qari said

the international Quran com-
petition for Muslim students is
a platform for publicizing Iran’s
Quranic-based activities.
Ahmad Abolgassemi said when
foreign students come to Iran to
take part in the competition, they
see for themselves the efforts
made by lIran to serve the Holy
Quran.
He said in his encounters with
Qaris and memorizers from other
Muslim countries, he has seen that
they could not believe Iran puts so
much effort into Quranic activities
and organizing Quranic programs.
The Iranian Quran activist added
that the visiting students are also

inspired by the high level of the
competition.

The international Quran compe-
tition for Muslim students is held
biennially with the participation
of Muslim students from different
countries.

Abolgassemi noted that the com-
petition has been successful in en-
couraging the students and youth
from different countries to take
part in Quranic activities.
Elsewhere in his remarks, the
prominent Quran reciter said the
number of Quran competitions
in Iran should increase given the
large number of Quran reciters
and memorizers trained in the
country every year.

Iran’s Quran Competitions Symbolizing Muslim

Unity

Prominent Egyptian Quran

reciter Sheikh Ahmed Ahmed
Noaina described the international
Quran competitions held in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran as a symbol
of Islamic unity.
Noiana said that these competi-
tions indicate the Islamic Um-
mah’s devotion to the Book of
God and the Seerah of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH).
The Egyptian Quran master further
commended the Iranian officials
and people for the importance they
attach to Quranic activities.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Sheikh
Noiana underlined the need for
contemplating the teachings of the
Holy Book, and said if reciting the
Quran is accompanied by reflec-

0 AV Jlo olo (63 V VWolows|a > 1,

tion on its teachings, the Divine
reward for the Qari will be mul-
tiplied.

The Egyptian Quranic figure also
said there is need for new Quran
exegeses based on the needs of the
day.

Born in 1954 in the city of Mutu-
bas, Egypt, Ahmad Ahmad Noaina
began learning the Holy Quran by
heart at the age of 4 and managed
to memorize the entire holy book
by 8.

He studied styles of Quran rec-
itation with Master Mustafa Es-
maeel, and at the same time con-
tinued his academic education in
Pediatrics.



Main Themes of Re-
search Section of Int’l
Quran Contest for Mus-
lim Students

The research section of the 5th International Quran

Competition for Muslim Students will be held on two
main themes.
Zahra Nagizadeh, executive director of the competition,
said the research section will center on ‘Islamic unity’
and ‘methodology of interdisciplinary Quranic studies’.
She said each of the two themes have some 20 sub-top-
ics.
‘Concept, fundamentals and necessity of Islamic uni-
ty’, ‘Islamic unity; opportunities and challenges’, ‘ef-
fective approaches and factors for enhancing Islamic
unity’, ‘Seerah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and Infal-
lible Imams (AS) in terms of promoting and enhancing

Islamic unity’ and ‘role of elites and Muslim thinkers in
promoting and enhancing Islamic unity’, are some of the
subtopics related to the first theme.

The topics regarding research methodology include
‘Definition of interdisciplinary Quranic studies and its
distinction from comparative studies, scientific inter-
pretation, and the like’, * typology of interdisciplinary
Quranic studies’, ‘Holy Quran and its logical relation
with sciences’, ‘scope and range of using Quranic sci-
ences and teachings in various sciences’, ‘role of Holy
Quran in the development of humanities’ and “Tafsir Bi
‘Al-Rai (interpretation based on one’s own opinion) and
interdisciplinary Quranic studies’.

Int’l Quran Competition Brings
Young Quran Activists Together

Olgzedils A Ml Sl 0193 pery| 4ol [

A Syrian Quran memorizer said

the International Holy Quran
Competition for Muslim Students
is a venue that convenes young
Quran activists from around the
world.
Muhammad Jamil al-Mahrous,
who will represent Syria in the
fifth edition of the competition,
said it will be an opportunity for
the participating university stu-
dents to exchange their Quranic
experiences and views.
He added that such competitions
are important steps towards pro-
moting Quranic activities among
the youth and encouraging them
to learn and memorize the Quran.
He further called for the category
of Quran interpretation to be in-
cluded in the international com-
petition in order to encourage re-

flecting on the Quranic concepts.
The fifth edition of the Interna-
tional Holy Quran Competition
for Muslims Students is scheduled
to be held on January 1-5, 2015 in
Tehran by the Iranian Academics’
Quranic Activities Organization.
It is aimed at enhancing Islam-
ic unity, paving the way for pro-
motion of Quranic teachings and
culture and providing a venue for
interactions among Muslim world
students.

Asked about his Quranic activi-
ties, al-Mahrous said he learned
the entire Holy Quran by heart at
the age of 15.

While he has taken part in sever-
al Quran competitions in Syria, it
will be the first time al-Mahrous is
to attend an international Quranic
event.

“l once won the second rank in
a Quran competition organized
by the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Cultural Center in Damascus,” he
stated.

Bornin 1992, al-Mahrous is now a
dentistry student at the University
of Damascus.
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Quranic Activists Play Major Part in Muslim Unity

An eminent Egyptian Qari de-

scribed the role of Quran ac-
tivists in the enhancing of Islamic
unity and reducing sectarian ten-
sion as significant.
Sheikh Muhammad Abdul Wah-
hab Tantawi also described the
international Quran competitions
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
as venues where Islamic unity is
demonstrated.
Tantawi, who served as a jury pan-
el member in one of Iran’s inter-
national Quran contests, said all
members of the Muslim Ummabh,
especially Quran activists, ought
to work for Islamic unity and try
to prevent sectarian tension.
He referred to verse 52 of Surah

Muminun " And indeed this, your
religion, is one religion, and | am
your Lord, so fear Me" and verse
103 of Surah Al-Imran " And hold

firmly to the rope of Allah all to-
gether and do not become divid-
ed...", noting that the Holy Book
in various verses underlines the
need for Muslim unity.

The Egyptian Quran master said
organizing Quran competitions,
conferences, and forums in which
Quran activists and scholars from
around the world come together is
an important way of demonstrat-
ing Muslim unity.

He further praised Iran for at-
taching importance to Quranic
activities, stressing that Iran is
a pioneering country in holding
Quranic programs and in efforts
to foster the culture and teachings
of the Holy Quran.

Quran Contest for Muslim Students

Schools of Thought

An Al-Mustafa International

University scholar described
the Muslim students’ Quran
contest as a link among Islamic
schools of thought.
Hojat-ol-I1slam Mohammad Reza
Saleh said the competition pro-
motes the Quran as a healing and
solution for humanity’s salvation
and a book of guidance that unites
followers of all Islamic schools of
thought.
He said that the contest serves as
an opportunity to contradict pro-
paganda and lies that Shia Mus-
lims do not attach importance to
the Quran, that Shias are not fa-
miliar with the Quran, or that Shi-
as’ Quran is different from that of
other Muslims.
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Hojat-ol-1slam Saleh also said that
the competition is held at a time
when Takfiri groups are acting
against the teachings and guide-
lines of the Quran.

It can be a venue for countering
the Takfiri ideology, he stated.
He further described the Islamic
Republic of Iran as an influential
Shia country and urged that side-
line programs be held to introduce
the accomplishments of Iran to the
participating students.

Due to an intense propaganda
campaign against lran, many in
the world, including among Mus-
lim nations, are not familiar with
the realities and the achievements
of the Islamic Republic he noted.



Int'l Muslim Students' Quran
Contest Signifies Development of
Iran's Quranic Activities

A Kuwaiti Quranic figure

described organizing the In-
ternational Holy Quran Com-
petition for Muslim Students
as an indication of the devel-
opment of Quranic activities
in Iran.
Ali al-Ali noted that the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran has held
numerous Quran competitions
at the national and internation-
al levels.
He said that such contests help
to demonstrate the capabilities
and talents of Quran reciters
and memorizers.
The cleric further reiterated
that the Muslim students’ Qu-
ran contest is an international

event that helps to boost Qura-
nic activities among Muslim
university students.

Al-Ali urged for enhancing the
competition by inviting spon-
sors and also by working to
elevate the event’s scientific
level.

He also urged that as well as
Quran recitation and memori-
zation, a category of Quranic
research be added to the con-
test.

The Kuwaiti scholar under-
lined that by refuting the ex-
tremist Takfiri ideologies,
Quranic studies can help to
prevent the spread of these
ideas.

Quran Competition’s Research
Category Helps Promote Under-
standing of Quranic Concepts

An Indonesian Quran memo-

rizer hailed the inclusion of a
Quranic research category in the
international Quran competition
for Muslim students.
Abdurrashid Sidig, who will rep-
resent his country in the 5th edi-
tion of the international event,
said the research category will
encourage contemplating and
learning the Quranic concepts.
He described the competition as a
venue for promoting cultural and

scientific bonds among Muslim
students.

It also helps to foster the Quranic
teachings and Islamic culture, the
Quran memorizer went on to say.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Sidiq,
who studies Islamic Sharia at
Jakarta Quranic Sciences Uni-
versity, referred to his Quranic
activities, saying that he started
learning the Holy Book by heart
at the age of 6.

He added that has taken part in
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several Quran competitions in In-
donesia and other countries and
won a number of awards.
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Secretary of the 5th Internation-

al Holy Quran Competition for
Muslim Students said the contest’s
permanent secretariat is to be regis-
tered with the Islamic Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO).
Hamid Saber Farzam added that it

Int’l Quran Contest for Muslim
Students to Be Registered with

ISESCO

will pave the way for holding the
future editions of the competition in
other countries.

He further referred to the prepara-
tions for the 5th edition of the inter-
national Quranic event and said it
will be held at Tehran’s Milad Tow-
er on January 1-5, 2015.

He noted that the organizers have
attached more importance to higher
quality than the number of partici-
pating countries this year.

Hence, Saber Farzam said, while 77
countries have voiced readiness to
send Quran reciters and memorizers
to the competition, representatives
of only 49 countries-those who have

managed to pass the initial tests-
will take part in the Quranic event.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Saber
Farzam said the competition is,
among other things, aimed at fa-
miliarizing students and academics
from other Muslim countries with
the accomplishments of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

He went on to say that two confer-
ences are planned to be held on the
sidelines of the competition.

They will, respectively, feature
methodology of interdisciplinary
Quranic studies, and Islamic unity
in view of the Holy Quran, he stat-
ed.

A prominent Quran memorizer
I and Qari from Turkey described
the International Holy Quran Com-
petition for Muslim Students as a
valuable move which encourages
the youth to memorize and recite
the Holy Book.
Is’hag Danesh said when the young

Muslim Students Quran Contest
Helps to Bring Youth Closer to

Quran

Quran activists listen to the beau-
tiful recitations at the competition,
they are encouraged to try and el-
evate their own level of recitation.
He added that the competition
helps to spread acquaintance with
the Book of God among young
Muslims.

The International Holy Quran
Competition for Muslims Students
is held every two years by the Irani-
an Academics> Quranic Activities
Organization.

The Iranian cities of Isfahan, Teh-
ran, Mashhad and Tabriz hosted
the previous four editions of the
international competition, which is
aimed at enhancing Islamic unity,
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paving the way for promotion of
Quranic teachings and culture and
providing a venue for interactions
among Muslim world students.
Danesh hoped that the next edition
of the Quranic event will work as
a venue to introduce great Qaris of
the Quran to the Muslim world.
Elsewnhere in his remarks, the Turk-
ish Qari referred to the current chal-
lenges facing the Muslim world,
including the spread of Takfiri and
terrorist groups and suggested that
competition is a good opportunity
to inform young Muslims about the
threat of extremism through hold-
ing seminars and forums on the
sidelines of the main event.




Quran Competition for
Muslim Students, A
Venue for Interactions

The International Quran Competition for Muslim

Students provides a venue for interactions among
students from different countries.
Alam Abdullahyev, A PhD student from the Republic
of Azerbaijan, who will represent his country in the 5th
edition of the competition, made the remark adding that
the international event creates a unique atmosphere for
interactions and exchanges of views among the partic-
ipants.
He referred to helping to boost Islamic unity as another
main feature of the competition as students following
different Islamic schools of thought take part in the
Quranic event.
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Abdullahyev, who also attended the first edition of the
contest, remembers that Shia and Sunni participants
held congregational prayers together as a symbol of
unity.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the Azerbaijani Quran recit-
er suggested that the category of Quran interpretation
(Tafsir) be included in the competition so that Shia and
Sunni students taking part in the contest read Quran in-
terpretations written by scholars of the other school and
learn about their ideas.

He further thanked the organizers of the competition
and expressed the hope that the Republic of Azerbaijan
would also host such a Quranic event in the future.

Muslim Students’ Quran Compe-
tition Encourages Youth to Learn

Quran

The International Holy Quran

Competition for Muslim Stu-
dents is a international event that
encourages the youth to learn the
Quran, an lraqi Quran activist
said.
Sheikh Meysam al-Aboudi added
that university students who mem-
orize the Quran and enhance their
skills in recitation and Tajweed
can see the result of their efforts in
the Quranic field by taking part in
the international competition.
Director of Anwar al-Wilaya
Quranic Institute suggested a cat-
egory of thematic interpretation
of the Quran be added to the con-
test to further enrich the Quranic
event.
He noted that there are many

young Muslims who are interest-
ed in the field of Quran interpre-
tation and, therefore, the inclusion
of this category in the competition
will attract many more students.
Al-Aboudi also urged that the
competition should have a section
for female students as well.

He referred to the important role
of women in the development of
the Quranic culture and said par-
ticipation of women in Quranic
activities like the Quran competi-
tion for Muslim students will help
to raise a Quranic generation.
Inclusion of a section for women
in the contest will also help to dis-
pel anti-lran propaganda and let
the world know that the Islamic
Republic attaches importance to

the participation of women in dif-
ferent cultural and social arenas,
he stated.

Elsewhere in his  remarks,
al-Aboudi referred to the Inter-
national Holy Quran Competition
for Muslim Students as a venue
for young Muslims to gather to-
gether and share their Quranic ex-
periences.
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2 Seminars to Be Held During Int’l Quran Contest
for Muslim Students

Two seminars are scheduled to

be held during the 5th Interna-
tional Holy Quran Competition for
Muslim Students.
Slated for January 2-3, 2015, one
of the seminars features method-
ology of interdisciplinary Quranic
studies and the other one will be
held on unity in the Muslim world.
‘Definition of interdisciplinary
Quranic studies and its distinction
from comparative studies, scientif-
ic interpretation, and the like’, ‘ty-
pology of interdisciplinary Quranic
studies’, ‘research methodology in
interdisciplinary Quranic studies’,
‘Holy Quran and its logical rela-

The Fifth im  Students Intern
Quran Recitin emorizing Com|

adt

tion with sciences’, and role of
Holy Quran in the development of
humanities are some of the topics
to be discussed in the first seminar.

Meanwhile, participants in the
second seminar will investigate
issues like ‘concept, fundamentals
and necessity of Islamic unity’,
‘Islamic unity; opportunities and
challenges’, ‘effective approaches
and factors for enhancing Islamic
unity’, ‘Seerah of the Holy Proph-
et (PBUH) and Infallible Imams
(AS) in terms of promoting and
enhancing Islamic unity” and ‘role
of elites and Muslim thinkers in
promoting and enhancing Islamic
unity”’.

More than 170 papers have been
submitted to the secretariat of the
international event.

Reciters Attending Quran Contest Urged to Ob-
serve Khushu, Pay Attention to Magamat

An Indonesia Quran master who

will serve as a member of the
panel of judges in the 5th Interna-
tional Holy Quran Competition for
Muslim Students, says reciters tak-
ing part in the contest should recite
with Khushu and observe the Ma-
gamat.
Sheikh Agil Hussein al-Munawar
said reciting with Khushu (submis-
siveness and attentiveness), obser-
vance of Magamat (knowledge of
Arabic musical notes) and beauty
of the Sawt (voice) are the criteria
he takes into consideration when
scoring the contestants.
He added that Qaris should also
properly control their breathing
during recitation and be well-versed
in the skills of Tilawa (recitation).
Sheikh Al-Munawar, who will be
a judge in the field of Sawt in the
upcoming competition’s recitation
category, further said he has been
inspired by great Egyptian Quran
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reciters.

“] listen to recitations by some 400
Qaris, mostly Egyptian, but the
main reciters that have inspired me
are Sheikh Mustafa Esmail, Sheikh
Mahmoud al-Bina and Sheikh Mu-
hammad al-Laythi.”

Born in 1954 in Indonesia’s Palem-
bang city, Sheikh Al-Munawar has
studied in the Islamic University
in Medina and currently teaches
theology and Quranic sciences in

the Islamic University inhis home-
town.

Asked about his participation in
Quran competition, he said he has
attended several Quranic contests
in his country as well as one in the
US where he won a title.

“Since | started studying in Medi-
na, | have only attended local and
international Quran competitions
as a judge not a contestant,” he stat-
ed.

He said he has served as a judge
in international Quranic events in
Malaysia, Iran, Egypt, Kuwait, the
UAE, Jordan, Sri Lanka and Bru-
nei and next month will attend the
international Quran contest in Bah-
rain.”

The Indonesian Quran master fur-
ther referred to Quranic education
in Indonesia and said teaching Qu-
ran memorization and recitation is
widespread in the South East Asian
country.



Iran’s Efforts in Quranic Fields
Amazing, Says Syrian Qarli

A Syrian Qari described Iranians’

efforts in the field of Quranic ac-
tivities as amazing.
Muhammad Bassim Muhammad Ali
Sandug, who will compete for Syria
in the recitation category of the 5th
International Holy Quran Competi-
tion for Muslim Students, added that
he attended Iran’s international Holy
Quran exhibition last year where he
learned about the extent of Iran’s
Quranic programs.
Asked about Quranic activities in
his country, Sandug said Quranic
programs and activities in Syria, like
everything else, have been influenced
by the country’s crisis.
He said a government Quranic insti-
tute calls al-Assad Quranic Center,
which is affiliated to Syria’s Awqaf

Ministry, has branches in all mosques
and holds Quranic courses.
According to Sandug, the center’s ac-
tivities stopped for a few months due
to the crisis in the country but it has
once again resumed its work.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Muham-
mad Ali Sanduq hailed the Quran
competition for Muslim students as
a venue for promotion of ties among
university students of the Muslim
world.

The fifth edition of the International
Holy Quran Competition for Mus-
lims Students is scheduled to be held
in January 2015 in Tehran by the Ira-
nian Academics> Quranic Activities
Organization.

The Iranian cities of Isfahan, Teh-
ran, Mashhad and Tabriz hosted the

previous four editions of the interna-
tional competition, which is aimed at
enhancing Islamic unity, paving the
way for promotion of Quranic teach-
ings and culture and providing a ven-
ue for interactions among Muslim
world students.

Muhammad Ali Sanduq further re-
ferred to his own Quranic activities,
saying that he started learning Quran
recitation after graduation in engi-
neering and was mostly influenced
by Sheikh Mahmoud Khalil al-Hasri.
He currently teaches in a Quranic
center in Damascus while at the same
time studying theology at Sayyida
Rugqyya Islamic Sciences Center.

Muslim Students’ Quran Contest, An
Effort to Promote Quranic Concepts

Quran Competition for Muslim

Students, An Effort to Promote

Quranic  Concepts TEHRAN
(IQNA) — Head of the Academic
Center for Education, Culture and
Research (ACECR) described the
International Quran Competition for
Muslim Students as an effort to pro-
mote the Quran among university
students and elites.
Speaking in a press conference
ahead of the 5th edition of the com-
petition, Hamid Reza Tayyebi added
that as the Quran shows the path
towards salvation, efforts should be
made to foster the concepts of the
Holy Book.
He noted that the competition is a
move in that direction.
Tayyebi said developing interdisci-
plinary Quranic studies among uni-

versity students, enhancing Islamic
unity, and introducing the progress-
es made by the Islamic Republic of
Iran are among other objectives of
the international event.

He further stressed that since its es-
tablishment, the ACECR has had
Quranic activities on its agenda.
According to Tayyebi, as part of
these activities, the center has orga-
nized the international Quran com-
petition every two years since 2006.
He appreciated the efforts of all the
organizations and bodies that have
cooperated in making preparation
for the 5th edition of the contest, in-
cluding the Municipality of Tehran,
Islamic Culture and Relations Orga-
nization, Iranian Academics’ Qura-
nic Activities Organization, and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Elsewhere in the press conference,
Mehdi Feiz, the ACECR’s cultural
deputy, underlined the importance
attached to the research section in
this edition of the Quran competi-
tion.

He added that this edition’s activities
center on the theme of unity, espe-
cially given that the contest is held
concurrent with the unity week.

Feiz also said that two seminars
will be held on the sidelines of the
competition this year, one discussing
Islamic unity and the other featuring
interdisciplinary Quranic studies.
There will also be Quran recitation
sessions and two workshops for the
public, he went on to say.
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Quran Contest Hoped to Encourage Participants to
Integrate Quran with Their Lives

The United States’ represen-

tative in the 5th International
Holy Quran for Muslims Students
said the contest can encourage the
participating students to integrate
the Quran with their lives.
“I think it (the competition) is a
great opportunity to spread the
message and principles of the
Holy Quran with a wide commu-
nity with representatives from all
over the world,” Zuhair Hussaini
said.
“It>s an interactive event which
enables everyone to participate
and at the same time be able got
take something back. It bridges
the gaps between the different
cultures with a common denom-
inator, being the Holy Quran.
Insha Allah it will encourage stu-
dents to integrate the Qur>an with
their lives, to put into use with ac-
tion as well. To the point in which
we live it, sleep it and die by it.”
He described the Quran as the
book of Allah and the key to
guidance. “I try to implement the
verses (of the Quran) in my life
in order to live in the manner in
which Allah would want me to

live in.”

Hussaini was born and raised in
New York and is currently en-
gaged in his studies at the New
York Institute of Technology with
a focus in architecture and design.
“I have a deep interest in the de-
sign world, Islamic studies and
the art of recitation. | have been
reciting Quran for about 8 years
now, 5 of them being profession-
ally.”

Hussaini, who will compete in
the field of recitation, said he
began to learn Quran recita-
tion when the local Imam of the
mosque was holding classes for
youngsters.

“This was about 8 years ago how-
ever this only lasted for a few
months. | began to teach myself
recitation, tajweed, magamat,
through the help of online ma-
terial available. However | have
found an Egyptian mentor that |
have one-on-one sessions with
sometimes.

“During Ramadhan, we recite a
juz every single day in the style
and manner seen in masjids
(mosques) in Iran and Iraq. Qu-

VoY AV loole 63V WWoyloui| a1,

ran is implemented in other areas,
conference, but not many specif-
ic events highlighting it. 1 my-
self teach Quran at a madressa to
young Kids.”

The young Quran reciter further
referred to Quranic activities in
the US, saying “Quranic events
and activities flourish when you
have an audience for it. However
it becomes a challenge in a soci-
ety in which Islam is not encour-
aged. In some communities, the
presence of Quran is limited so it
can definitely use a boost.”
Asked how the recent atrocities
being done in the name of Islam
have been viewed in the US, Hus-
saini said, “With the current sit-
uation in the Middle East, Islam
is viewed negatively because it is
smeared by the actions of those
who claim to represent Islam.
But they are far from the princi-
ples addressed in the Holy Qu-
ran. There are groups and schol-
ars who have spoken out against
such extremist groups but it>s a
difficult task to persuade a whole
nation of where the truth really
lies.”



Egyptian Quran Recit-
er, Memorizer Says Fol-
lows Noaina’s Style

Muhammad Niazi, Egyptian memorizer of the Holy

Quran, said his role-models in memorization and
recitation of the Quran and Tajweed principles are
Ahmed Ahmed Noaina and Abdulhakim Abdullatif.
Niazi, who will represent Egypt in the 5th Internation-
al Holy Quran Competition for Muslim Students, said
he has attended Quran teaching classes held by Ahmad
Al-*Isaa Al-Misarawi and learned Tajweed and recita-
tion principles under Sheikh Abdulhakim Abdullatif,
eminent Egyptian Quran reciters who have highly in-
fluenced the young Quran memorizer.
He is studying English language at the Faculty of
Languages and Translation of Al-Azhar University in
Egypt.
Niazi started learning the Holy Quran at the age of 3
and learned the entire Quran by heart when he was 7
years old.
He studied Tajweed principles at the age of 8 under
Egyptian Quran experts and then finished learning
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Qiraat ‘Ashr (the 10 modes of Quran recitation).
Mohammad Niazi will compete in memorization cate-
gory of the Muslim students Quran contest.

Niazi further said he has participated in various Qura-
nic programs in Iran, Brazil, Turkey and Jordan and
managed to win the first rank several times in national
Quran competitions in Egypt.

The Egyptian Quran reciter and memorizer was the
honorary guest of Awqaf International Quran Compe-
tition in Iran last year.

About Quranic activities in his country, he said that the
Ministry of Awqaf in Egypt organizes national Quran
contests and conferences in the holy month of Rama-
dan every year.

Quran teaching courses and Tajweed classes are also
held for children in elementary schools, he noted.
Niazi went on to say that Quran competitions are re-
ceived very well in Egypt’s schools and universities.

Quran Contest for Muslim Stu-
dents Promotes Muslim Unity

Egyptian Quran master Farajul-

lah Shazli said the International
Quran Competition for Muslim Stu-
dents helps to promote Islamic unity.
Shazli said the contest brings togeth-
er Quranic youths from all over the
world and creates a kind of Quranic
bond between Muslim countries and
societies.
He also suggested that along with
recitation and memorization of the
Quran, other categories including
Quran interpretation should be in-
cluded in the contest.
Shazli, who served as a jury pan-

el member in the previous editions
of the international Quranic event,
further praised the good level of the
competition, “which is held with the
participation of qualified Quran re-
citers and memorizers”.

He added that it would be a good
step if the competition is also held
for female students of the Muslim
world.

The Egyptian Quran master said en-
hancing the Quranic culture among
women, in different ways such as
holding Quran competitions, will
be helpful in raising Quranic gener-

ations.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Shaz-
li urged that on the sidelines of the
international Quran competition,
special programs such as Quranic
courses be held.
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Bosnia Representative Urges for Monthly Online
Quran Competitions

Representative of Bosnia and Her-

zegovina in the 5th International
Holy Quran Competition for Muslim
students suggested that international
Quran competitions be held online
every month.
Sinanudin Tatarevi¢ said voice mes-
saging services like Skype and Viber
can be used to hold monthly Quran
contests internationally.
He said Quran competitions in gener-
al have a great role in uniting Muslim
youths, adding that the international
competition in Teheran can especial-
ly contribute to Islamic unity since
it brings together competitors from a
larger number of countries than other
such contests.
Tatarevi¢, who will compete in the
memorization category of the Mus-
lim students’ Quran contest in Teh-

ran, also suggested that categories
like memorization of 20 and 10 Juzes
(parts) of the Quran be added to the
contest.

Asked about what he thinks of the
competition, which is scheduled to
be organized in Tehran in January,
he said, “I think that the international
competition in Iran, as | have heard

from competitors who attended it in
recent years, is on very high level and
well organized too”.

Sinanudin Tatarevi¢ was born on Jan-
uary 16, 1990, in the city of Jajce in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

He is an M.A. student and studies Ar-
abic language at the Faculty of Phi-
losophy, University of Sarajevo.
Tatarevi¢, who learned the entire Qu-
ran by heart at the age of 18, says his
favorite Quran reciter is Mahmoud
Kahlil Husari.

As for Quranic activities in his coun-
try, he said there are three faculties
in Bosnian and Herzegovina where
Qiravat and other Quranic sciences
are taught and that there is only one
local Quran competition in the coun-

try.

French Quran Translator to Attend Conference on
Sideline of Muslim Students” Quran Contest

French Quran translator and in-

terpreter Yahya (Christian) Bon-
naud will take part in the Islamic
Unity Conference planned to be held
on the sideline of the International
Holy Quran Competition for Mus-
lim Students.
He will deliver a speech at the con-
ference on “Islamic Unity, Opportu-
nities and Challenges in View of the
Quran”, which is slated for Friday,
January 2, in Tehran.
Professor Bonnaud will also serve as
a jury panel member of the competi-
tion’s Quranic papers sections.
Bonnaud was born into a Catholic
French family in the German city of
Freiburg in 1957. He lived in Ger-
many and Algeria until the age of 10
and then moved to the French city of

Strasburg.

He got interested in oriental reli-
gions and started studying works on
these religions, making trips to dif-
ferent countries like Spain, Moroc-
co, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands,
and Germany.

He then studied the works of French
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Muslim philosopher Rene Guenon
and inspired by his works embraced
Islam in 1979.

Bonnaud got his PhD from the
French University of Sorbonne in
1995. His dissertation titled “The-
ology in Imam Khomeini’s Philo-
sophical and Mystical works” was
selected as the research of the year
in 1999. When working on his the-
sis, Bonnaud travelled to Iran and
studied Islamic philosophy and mys-
ticism with Sayyed Jalal Ashtiani in
Mashhad.

Due to his deep devotion to Imam
Reza (AS), Bonnaud lived in Mash-
had for 15 years and was recognized
as a servant of Imam Reza (AS) in
2001.
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