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«Quranic Straight Path»

in Imam Khomeini’s View of Politics

What Imam Khomeini (RA) means by politics is the Straight Path of the

Quran, a university scholar said.

TarbiatModdares  University —profes-
sor Mohammad HosseinJamshidi said
Imam Khomeini (RA) believes that
there are three types of politics: Satanic,
animal and divine politics.

The first one is involved with lies and
deceits and the second one only con-
siders the needs of human beings in
this world without paying attention
to spirituality and perfection or to the
Hereafter, he said.

The third, which Imam calls divine or
Islamic politics, seeks to not only fulfill
humanity’s needs in this world but also
in the Hereafter, he added.

Jamshidi noted that what Imam means

by politics is this third one, which be-
longs to the prophets of God, the infal-
lible Imams (AS) and the scholars who
are devoted and committed to Islam.
According to Imam Khomeini, this is
the politics that the Quran calls the Sirat
al-Mustagim (the Straight Path), he said.
Consequently, Jamshidi added, the true
politics is sublime ethics and justice and
does not seek anything other than justice,
peace, salvation and true perfection.
“Hence, Imam Khomeini’s view of poli-
tics is entirely ethical, spiritual, sublime
and divine,” he stated.

Asked whether in Imam Khomeini’s
thought, the end of ethics and politics is

In Imam Khomeini’s View,
Government Is a Means Not an End

In view of the late founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Imam Khomeini
(RA), government is not an end but a means, a senior Iranian scholar said.

In an interview, EmadAfroogh elabo-
rated on Imam Khomeini’s views on
power and government.

Asked about Imam Khomeini’s (RA)
view on the relation between ethics and
politics, which that has always been an
interesting issue for thinkers and schol-
ars throughout history, he said:

“The relation between ethics and poli-
tics has not been a contentious issue in
theory at all. Many theoreticians have
mentioned the relation and philoso-

phized politically and ethically about
their desirable relation. In practice, too,
we have seen examples where they
have adhered to their theory and be-
lief, the best examples of which can be
seen in the rule of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS).”

For instance, he added, a theory sug-
gests that an ethical action is absolute
under any circumstances while a po-
litical action is conditional under any
circumstances and that in order for
our politics to be ethical, one should
always look at politics as a conditional
and instrumental action. Of course,
since it moves toward a sublime objec-
tive, it should somehow be a manifes-
tation of that objective.

Afroogh underlined that what hap-
pens in reality is different form theory
as many may chant good slogans and
present good theories about politics
and ethics but when they reach power,

the same, he said that is the case as Imam
Khomeini believes that both ethics and
(divine) politics want to guide humanity
to perfection.

Jamshidi further said that unlike the
West’s approach that focuses on outer

controls and supervisions to prevent des-
potism, Imam Khomeini has an ethical
view and believes that if mankind does
the Tahzib and Tazkiyah (purification of
the soul), he would not violate others’
rights whether it is legal or illegal.

they may have a different conduct.

He said that Imam Khomeini (RA),
however, was not one of them as he did
what preached about ethical politics
when he became the Leader of the Is-
lamic Republic and never breached the
principles he had defined in politics.
Afroogh noted that Imam Khomeini
(RA) never accepted the Machiavellian
view of politics based on which power
is considered the goal and that the end
justifies the means.

In Imam Khomeini’s view, all the es-
tablishments formed since the advent
of Islam have been founded for a sub-
lime purpose and those establishments
have not been the end, he said.

He went on to say that for implement-
ing many of Islam’s political and social
orders, there should be an Islamic gov-
ernment, but the government is not the
objective in itself and what matters is
realization of Islam’s sublime objectives.
Afroogh is a politician and sociologist.
He studied sociology at the University
of Shiraz and TarbiatModares Univer-
sity in Tehran. He served as a member
of Iran’s parliament from 2004 to 2008.
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Imam Khomeini (RA),

Representative of Rationalist Ijtihad Discourse

A scholar with Iran’s Institute for humanities and cultural studies (IHCS) said
Imam Khomeini (RA) represented the rationalist Ijtihad discourse.

YahyaFozi said Imam was anUsuli
Shia in whose view time and place
have an important role in Ijtihad.

He said the Islamic Revolution of Iran
was also a manifestation of Rationalist
[jtihad.

He noted that among some Sunni
groups, too, there is an Ijtihadi view at
Islamic teachings and rules.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Fozi said
different groups have varying views of
political Islam as some say Islam is a
personal religion and has nothing to do
with the field of politics while others
say that Islam has political teachings
and that society can be run based on
Islamic values.

In the second group, he said, there are
some who say Islam has not presented
a model of governance and Muslims
should themselves choose one that
best serves Islamic values.

Others, however, say Islam has intro-
duced a model of governance and that
religion is related to politics and gover-
nance, he said.

As a matter of fact, Fozi stressed, it is
not that Islam wants to promote some

Ethics, Essence of
Imam Khomeini’s (RA) Thoughts

Head of Iran National Library and Archives Organization SeyedReza
Salehi Amir underlined that ethics is the essence of the thoughts of

Imam Khomeini (RA).

SalehiAmirisaid in Imam’s thoughts,
which formed the foundation of the
political establishment originating from
the Islamic Revolution, ethics, justice,
freedom and independence, are impor-
tant.

He added that the main accomplish-
ments of Imam Khomeini’s (RA)
thought are related to ethics.

According to the official, Imam Kho-
meini (RA) also regarded cultural
thought as the origin of evolution of the
society.

He referred to opposition to prejudices
and injustice, the divine origin of pow-

er, and justice seeking as other founda-
tions of the thoughts of the late founder
of the Islamic Republic.

He stressed the need for introducing
Imam Khomeini’s thoughts and ideas
to the younger generation in order for
the society to continue on the right path.
Elsewhere, SalehiAmiri said that Imam
Khomeini’s discourse is one that is
free from violence, noting that during
the long years leading to the victory of
the Islamic Revolution in 1979, Imam
Khomeini faced restrictions, arrest and
being sent into exile but never uttered
a word featuring violence about his op-

values in society but it wants to estab-
lish these values and this is what Imam
Khomeini believed in and sought.
Contrasting Imam’s view of the
relation between Islam and poli-
tics with that of Salafi groups, the
scholar said that Salafists have a su-
perficial view of Islamic teachings
and rules.

All Muslims believe in the principle of
Jihad, which is of two kinds: the Lesser
Jihad(al-Jihad al-Asghar), which is a
military struggle; and the Greater inner
Jihad (al-Jihad al-Akbar), which is the
struggle of personal self-improvement
against the self’s base desires, he said.
Fozi said Salafists’ view is that Jihad
is limited only to war and they believe
they should achieve victory in this war
by any means possible, even through
terror and violence.

But Imam Khomeini believed that
apart from the Greater Jihad, de-
fensive Jihad is allowed during the
time of Occultation (of Imam Zaman
(AS)), he went on to say.

ponents.

During those years, Imam Khomeini
never called for violence and only re-
lied on the power of the masses in the
struggle against the Shah, he said.

He added that Imam’s language was
one of advice, recommendation, pro-
motion of virtue and prevention of vice.
SalehiAmiri went on to say that the
Muslim world is still proud and devot-
ed to Imam Khomeini and his thoughts,
ethics and knowledge.



Hojat-ol-Islam Hassan Pouya, research
deputy of the Institute for Compilation
and Publication of Imam Khomeini’s
Works, added that this belief was ful-
ly manifested in different aspects of
Imam Khomeini’s life.

He noted that Imam Khomeini was
always asked by Iranian and foreign
journalists whether Islam as a system
of governance brings limitations and
whether an Islamic government re-
stricts freedom of women and religious
minorities.

“Imam would always give definite an-
swers to these questions,” he said.

“In Imam’s view, freedom is one of the
first rights granted to humanity. This is
a basic right and human beings are free
in their opinions and actions in their
country.”

Pouya said Imam Khomeini in an in-

terview with a Dutch newspaper high-
lighted the status of women and their
rights in Islam and said that women
have the right to determine their fate as
men do.

“Imam noted that there are some dif-
ferences between man and woman, but
this has not to do with their human dig-
nity and worth,” he said.

He underlined that in Imam’s view,
religious minorities, like others, enjoy
rights and full respect.

According to Imam Khomeini, “Islam,
more than any other faith or ideology
has given freedom to religious minori-
ties,” Pouya stated.

Another aspect of freedom that Imam
respected a lot was freedom of the
press.

“The press is free to publish all the re-
alities and events,Imam said.”

Human Rights

in Imam Khomeini’s
Thought

The late founder of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Imam Kho-
meini (RA), believed that all
human beings have dignity
and their freedom should be
respected, an Iranian scholar
said.

Asked about the difference between
Islamic and Western views of human
rights, Hojat-ol-Islam Pouya said there
have been differing views in this regard
among Muslim scholars.

“Some have said one should ignore
Western human rights while others say
whatever the (Universal) Declaration
of Human Rights is correct and should
be acted upon. In my opinion, what has
been written in the declaration, includ-
ing the equality of man and woman,
and respect for freedom, human dig-
nity, and religious minorities, is mostly
compatible with what Islam says.
“Imam Khomeini in one of his speech-
es said that we agree with human rights
provided that it is not exploited by gov-
ernments.”

Hojat-ol-Islam Pouya went on to say
that according to Imam, Western coun-
tries have misused the issue of human
rights and shown a biased approach to
the issue.
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in Imam Khomeini’s Figh view are
some of the themes to be discussed
at the scholarly event.

Other themes include: effects of
Imam Khomeini’s discourse of po-
litical Islam on the awakening of the
Islamic Ummabh; status of unity and
proximity of religions and schools
of thought in Imam Khomeini’s po-
litical thought; ethics and politics in
Imam Khomeini’s discourse of po-
litical Islam; status of followers of
Abrahamic faiths (Islam, Christian-
ity and Judaism) inlmam Khomei-
ni’s discourse of political Islam; and
aesthetic dimensions of Imam Kho-
meini’s discourse of political Islam.
The conference is being organized
by the cultural department of Iran’s
Academic Center for Education,
Culture and Research (ACECR), in
cooperation with several other bod-
ies including the Institute for Publi-
cation of Imam Khomeini’s Works,
Islamic Culture and Relations Or-
ganization (ICRO), Ministry of Sci-
ence, Research and Technology and
Islamic Azad University.

Several preliminary programs have
been held prior to the conference, in-
cluding 12 scholarly forums in Iran’s
universities and higher education
centers.

A total of 387 abstract papers were
sent to the secretariat of the confer-
ence after a call for papers was is-
sued in October 2015.

38 of the submitted papers have been
approved by the secretariat’s board
of scholars to be published.




Int’l Conference on

“Discourse of Imam Khomeini’s

Political Islam and the Contemporary World”

There are different views and major
discussions among Muslim and non-
Muslim scholars and thinkers about
the current, past and future condi-
tions of the Muslim world.
Meanwhile, from among the factors
contributing to the Islamic revival
movement, the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran led by Imam
Khomeini has attracted the most at-
tention.

Hence, with the aim of clarifying the
characteristics and aspects of the dis-
course of Imam Khomeini’s political
Islam, a conference is planned to be
held with the participation of schol-

ars and thinkers from different coun-
tries in June.

The International Conference on
“Discourse of Imam Khomeini’s Po-
litical Islam and the Contemporary
World”will be held on June 1, ahead
of the 27th anniversary of the demise
of Imam Khomeini (RA).
Reviewing different aspects of Imam
Khomeini’s discourse of political
Islam in comparison with the dis-
course of other contemporary Mus-
lim thinkers and the effects of Imam
Khomeini’s discourse on the interna-
tional system is the main purpose of
the conference.

Imam Khomeini’s political Islam,
pillars and fundamental characteris-
tics; position of balance and rational-
ity in discourse of Imam Khomeini’s
political Islam; people’s role in dis-
course of Imam Khomeini’s political
Islam; status of freedom, human dig-
nity and human rights in discourse
of Imam Khomeini’s political Islam;
peace and peaceful co-existence in
discourse of Imam Khomeini’s po-
litical Islam; principles of political
thoughts of Imam Khomeini in terms
of mysticism, philosophy and Figh
(Islamic jurisprudence); and posi-
tion of time, place and expediency
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