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excerpts from his autobiography.
I, Mohammad Taqi Morovvat, was
born on March Y4¥% V¥, in Hassan
Abad neighborhood of Tehran’s
Sangelaj district. Since early
childhood, with the grace of God and
accompanied by my father, I would
attend the Quran interpretation
sessions of late Ayatollah Mohammad
Taqi Amoli held at Majdodoleh
Mosque in Tehran’ Hassan Abad
neighborhood.

At around the age of 4, in a session
held at my uncle’s home, I sat behind
aRahl(awooden stand for placing the
Holy Quran on to keep it open while
reciting the Holy Book) for the first
time and decided to recite the Quran.
The Qari (teacher) in that session was
known as Agha Reza. He was not only
a Qari, but also an orator and elegist.
When it was my turn to recite the
Quran, he called it a day and turned to
some other activities. I got sosad that I
started to cry bitterly. They asked me
why and I said he let everyone recite
the Quran except me. He apologized
and asked me to recite the Quran as
much as I wanted. As it was the first
time I did it, I had a lot of mistakes in
my recitation.

After a few sessions, Agha Reza,
who saw my keenness to learn
Quran recitation due to my frequent
questions, said he no longer has
anything to teach me and decided to
take me to the Quranic sessions of late
Molla Mohammad Bager Fani (may
God bless him). Late Fani was a very
pious Quran master and very skillful
in teaching the Quran and in a short
period of attending the sessions, I
learned reading the Quran.

Later, I would go to Malek Library
and looked up the meaning of
Quranic words in Arabic to Persian
dictionaries. I would also read books

on Tajweed principles of Quran
recitation.

When I was around 'Y, a number
of my friends in the neighborhood
decided to have a weekly Quran
recitation session and chose me as the
teacher.

In the summer of Y47V, I prayed
that God give me the opportunity to
visit the holy shrine of Imam Reza
(AS) in Mashhad. One day, when
I was returning home from work,
I saw a notice on the wall It was
about a Quran competition by the
Awqaf Organization, inviting those
interested to take part in the contest
in Tehran. I had not been able to
assess the quality of my recitation so I
decided to attend the event to see how
much progress I had made.
Thecompetitionaimedtoselect ™ + top
Qaristosend themto theprovinces for
two weeks for recitation of the Quran.
I'was one of those selected and sent to
Mashhad along with another Qari.
God had answered my prayers and
given me the chance to visit Imam
Reza’s (AS) holy shrine.

In Y474, 1 was sent to Malaysia
by the Awgqaf Organization to
represent the country in Malaysia’s
international Quran competition. As
I was inexperienced and my level of
recitation was not high enough, I did
not win any titles. But for the first time
I'had the chance to hear the beautiful
Quran recitation of late Master
Sheikh Mustafa Ismail, who led
Maghrib prayers at Kuala Lumpur’s
largest mosque. After listening to
Sheikh Mustafa Ismail’s recitation,
no other Qaris’ voice sounded
attractive to me.

In ' 4VY, after coming first in national
Quran competitions, I was once
again sent to Malaysia. That year,
I came second scoring 4Y points

while the Malaysian Qari who
scored 4Y,Y8 points won the first
title. Some members of the panel of
judges, including Egyptian masters
Sheikh Mahmoud Khalil al-Hasri
and Sheikh Fuad al-Arousi, were
not happy with that (introducing
the Malaysian representative as the
winner with a mere +, Y2 point lead).
In Y4VY I was once again dispatched
to the Malaysia contest and this
time round, fortunately, I won the
top title and for the first time since
the beginning of the competition (in
Y471), a non-Malaysian came first
and the winner was a Shia Iranian
Qari.

After returning home, the director of
Iran’s radio lauded my achievement
and had my recitations of all of the ¥+
Juzes of the Quran recorded.

Later, following certain events, I
decided to leave Iran and on March
V4Va ¥Y, T went to Egypt. Naturally,
all Quran reciters, including me, wish
to meet great Egyptian Qaris like
Mustafa Islamil, Abdul Basit Abdus
Samad, Sheikh Mahmoud Khalil al-
Misri, Sheikh Mahmoud Ali al-Bina
and others and, thank God, my wish
came true and I would meet and talk
with these great figures for over five
years.

For those Qaris who lived outside
of Cairo, I would invite them for
recording their religious speeches and
Quran recitation. I recorded ¥ o half-
hour Quran recitations and anumber
of Tawasheeh and religious speeches
by prominent Egyptian orators.
Among the Qaris invited for
recording of their recitations was late
Sheikh Ahmed al-Raziqi. He lived in
Cairo and was a close friend of mine.
Master Raziqi embraced Shia Islam
with an open mind after reading
books I had given him.
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Mohammad Taqi Morovvat,

Reviver of Shias’
Historical Role in
Quran Recitation

Late Master Mohammad Taqi
Morovvat was the founder of correct
and principled method of Quran
recitation in the country and the
first Iranian winning the top title
in Malaysia’s international Quran
recitation  competition.

He passed away in Toronto, Canada,
on October Y«\? \Y, concurrent
with Ashura (the tenth day of the

lunar Hijri month of Muharram),

at the age of VY. His demise came
on the anniversary of the death of
another Iranian Quran master,
Ebrahim  Pourfarzib  (Molayi).
Master Morovvat was always proud
of friendship with him.

All senior veteran Iranian Quran
activists acknowledge that since his
teenage years, Master Morovvat
spent all his life on the path of the

Quran and spreading Quran

recitation and its culture. Therefore,
he played a major role in elevation
of the culture of Quran recitation in
the past half a century and the entire
Quranic community is indebted to
him for that.

His service to the Quran was not
limited to Iran but during the years he
livedin Canada,(somethreedecades),
he made the great Iranian nation
proud by his Quranic efforts through
attending Muslims’ Quranic sessions
and teaching Quran recitation and
Tajweed principles, given his mastery
over Arabic and English.

He also had active presence in the
cyberspace and quite competently
refuted allegations made by Wahhabi
elements against Shia Muslims.
Despite being away from Iran, he
maintained contact with his students,
all of whom are among top Quranic
figures of the country.

The
community has lost a great Quran

Islamic Iran’s Quranic
master, devoted, industrious and
proficient teacher, and a scholarly
and respected figure. However, it
was God’s will that he die on the day
of Ashura so that every year the
mourning day also remind us of the
passing away of Master Morovvat,
the successful Quran activist who was
a devotee of Imam Hussein (AS).
In his last interview with the
International Quran News Agency
(IQNA) and before the start of a
severe illness that led to his death,
Master Morovvathadexpressed hope
that he will be able to return to Iran
in November and settle in his home
country but it was his body that came
home and was laid to rest here.

Asked by IQNA, Master
Morovvat had provided us
with hisautobiography a few
months ago. Following is
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